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World Summit on the Arts and Culture

Call for suggestions for keynote speakers and panelists

The Second World Summit on the Arts and Culture, Creating Connections: Trends in Government Support for Artistic Creativity, will be held in Singapore from 23 to 26 November 2003. 

In order to ensure that a diversity of voices are heard at the Summit, IFACCA is seeking suggestions for keynote speakers and panelists. Presentations by keynote speakers would be approximately 45 minutes and those by panelists would be approximately 15 minutes. 

We are looking for dynamic presenters who can bring fresh insights to the Summit theme and interesting perspectives on future challenges facing arts and culture funding agencies. Panelists would be expected to respond to the issues identified by keynote speakers and connect these with the concerns of national arts funding agencies. Panelists will therefore need to be articulate and well-informed about arts and cultural policy issues.  The participation of artists and the expression of diverse views and experiences will be encouraged. 

Considerable time will be made available for Summit delegates to discuss and respond to presentations. Topics for workshops and panel sessions are yet to be finalised. A list of possible topics is provided at the end of this communiqué. 

Simultaneous translation facilities will be available and presentations will be recorded. Depending on the available budget, travel assistance will be provided to speakers and delegates from developing countries.

If you have someone you wish to nominate, please provide us with a page or two of  information about them (their name, contact details, experience etc). Please also be sure to let us know who you are and why you recommend your nominated speaker.

The deadline for nominations is 19 February 2003. Nominations can be faxed to the IFACCA secretariat +61 2 9215 9111 or emailed to ifacca@ozco.gov.au. IFACCA’s Summit Steering Committee will make the final selection.  

The World Summit is being hosted by the National Arts Council of Singapore (www.nac.gov.sg) in partnership with the International Federation of Arts Councils and Culture Agencies (www.ifacca.org).

Possible Summit workshop and panel session topics include:

· How to increase funding to the arts from private and public sectors.

· The future of arts councils, who they serve and why.

· Whether arts funding is about social agendas or artistic excellence.

· How can government grants to arts organisations effectively stimulate innovation and creativity?

· The importance of art to societies under extraordinary threat.

· Economy and culture/negotiating cultural products on the world market.

· Artists’ rights.

· Horizontal ‘joining-up’ of arts policy with other areas of government.

· How to provide opportunities for professional artists and arts organisations to be more engaged in, or ‘dramatise’, contemporary social issues such as health, education, environment, planning.

· The variety of institutional structures that would best serve the arts. 

· How to elucidate the public benefits of funding the arts.

Sarah Gardner

Executive Director

_1104833554.bin

