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Arts and education is a key policy concern for government arts funding agencies
worldwide. As the global network for such agencies, the International Federation of
Arts Councils and Culture Agencies (IFACCA) has undertaken several projects to
encourage information sharing between policy makers, researchers and practitioners,
about arts and education. This pamphlet outlines the various arts and education
projects that IFACCA has undertaken to date.

Arts and Education Mini-Summit, Australia

An arts and education ‘mini-summit’ was convened in September 2005 by IFACCA
and the Australia Council, with the assistance of Arts Victoria in Melbourne, Australia.
Of the 29 delegates who attended, most were senior officials from government
agencies or national and international organisations that have a responsibility for, or
interest in, improving the quality of arts education in their country. They came from 16
countries in five continents (Australia, Canada, PR China, Denmark, England,
Germany, India, Ireland, Kenya, Namibia, New Zealand, Singapore, South Korea,
Tanzania, Thailand and the USA).

The mini-summit included presentations by Sir Ken Robinson on his work to advance
the role and status of culture and creativity in education systems in the UK and
numerous other countries; and Professor Anne Bamford on the preliminary findings
of her global research compendium (see over).

There was much agreement among delegates about the current state of arts and
education policy internationally. Delegates agreed on four key areas that require
action by governments to improve the implementation of arts and education policies,
and especially to equip young people for the 21st century:

e |dentifying persuasive arguments in making the case for arts in education

e Enhancing the training and development of artists and educators.

¢ Refining methods of accountability.

e Improving collaborations with key partners.

The report on the mini summit, Moving Forward on Arts and Education, is available
on IFACCA’s website, www.ifacca.org.

UNESCO World Conference on Arts and Education, Portugal

IFACCA'’s Chair, Risto Ruohonen, presented the mini summit’s report to the World
Conference on Arts Education: Building Creative Capacities for the 21st Century,
held in Lisbon, Portugal, in March 2006. The conference, organised by UNESCO
and the Government of Portugal, was attended by 1,200 participants from over 97
UNESCO member states. Conference reports are available at UNESCO’s ‘Links to
Education and the Arts’ website.

International Seminar on Arts and Education, Chile

In 2007 IFACCA participated in the International Seminar on Arts and Education:
Challenges for Democratic and Quality Access. This Seminar was organised by
the Consejo Nacional de la Cultura y las Artes de Chile and took place in
Santiago de Chile on October 29-30. IFACCA’s Latin American coordinator,


http://www.ifacca.org/

Santiago Jara, presented as part of the panel: International Cooperation and Arts
and Education.

World Alliance for Arts Education and the World Creativity Summits
One of the outcomes of the UNESCO World Congress in Portugal was the formation
of the World Alliance for Arts Education (WAAE). This alliance brought together the
International Drama/Theatre Education Association (IDEA), the International Society
for Education through Art (INSEA) and the International Society for Music Education
(ISME). Since then, the World Dance Association has also joined WAAE.

Since 2006, the WAAE has held annual World Creativity Summits and a range of
other international meetings. In July 2007, IFACCA’s Executive Director, Sarah
Gardner, participated in the first World Creativity Summit in China, Hong Kong SAR.
Over 100 delegates attended the Summit which aimed to bring together outstanding
innovators from the realms of education, arts, science, policy making, industry and
journalism into intimate dialogue to design strategies and partnerships to advocate
the creative pedagogies of the 21 century.

In November 2009, Sarah Gardner participated in the third World Creativity Summit
held in NewcastleGateshead, England, which brought together over 100 experts from
about 30 countries to prepare strategic proposals for the 2" UNESCO World
Conference. Also in November 2009, IFACCA’s Latin American coordinator,
Santiago Jara, participated in the steering committee organising Arteducacion09, a
conference held in Bogota, Colombia, designed to prepare recommendations to be
presented to UNESCO.

IFACCA has been in ongoing discussion with the WAAE about its future strategic
plan related to the advocacy, networking and research into arts and education.

UNESCO Second World Conference on Arts Education, South Korea

Sarah Gardner attended the UNESCO Second World Conference on Arts Education
in Seoul, South Korea on 25-28 May 2010. She chaired a short meeting on 24 May
for all IFACCA members attending the conference to meet their counterparts, and to
discuss future networking opportunities (see below).

Sarah Gardner was invited, but was unable to attend, the UNESCO Network of Arts
Education Observatories — Regional Preparatory Meeting to the Second World
Conference on Arts Education held in Bangkok, Thailand in January 2010.

The Wow Factor

Written by Professor Anne Bamford and based on surveys conducted jointly by
IFACCA and the Australia Council, The Wow Factor: Global Research Compendium
on the Impact of the Arts in Education is a ground-breaking analysis of research on
arts and education. Published for the UNESCO World Conference on Arts Education
in Lisbon in March 2006, this comprehensive report is of major interest to policy-
makers, educators and artists. Comparing data and case studies from more than 60
countries, the book analyses the differences between 'education in the arts' and
‘education through the arts'.

The project began in 2004, when IFACCA was approached by Prof. Bamford, then at
the University of Technology Sydney, to collaborate in developing an international
compendium of research on the impact of arts-rich programmes on the education of
children and young people, with a particular focus on students who may be
marginalised or ‘at risk’ in terms of fulfilling their educational and artistic potential.
IFACCA used its extensive global network to identify and contact experts in arts and



education, then asked them to complete a survey. The responses were collated by
IFACCA and the Australia Council, and analysed by Dr Bamford.

The resulting publication, The Wow Factor (Waxmann, 2006), provides a global
overview of the qualities of effective arts and education partnerships, including:
identifiable details of the impact of arts and education partnerships; and appropriate
models of data collection and research methodology for investigating the impact of
arts and education partnerships. Case studies resulting from the survey process are
available at UNESCO'’s ‘Links to Education and the Arts’ website.

The findings documented in the compendium were a focus of the UNESCO Summit
on the Arts in Education held in Lisbon in March 2006 and have been used to inform
international arts and education policies around the world. For example, Mr Vagn
Jelsge from Kunststyrelsen, the Danish Arts Agency, attended the mini-summit in
Melbourne 2005 and reported that
“After attending the mini-summit and hearing Professor Bamford present her
study, we engaged her to make a case study of arts education in Danish
primary schools... and now our Minister for Education has agreed to
consider her recommendations to raise the level of arts education.”

In 2009 The Wow Factor: Global Research Compendium was published in Spanish
(El factor jWUAU! El papel de las artes en educacidn) by publisher Octaedro. It has
also been translated into Korean, Norwegian and German.

Arts and Education topic page and email group

IFACCA has created a topic page on arts and education, on its website
(http://www.ifacca.org/topic/arts-education-research/). Users will find news items,
publications and events relating to the topic published since October 2000.

In 2010, IFACCA launched an arts and education policy email group, which is
managed by David Sudmalis of the Australia Council for the Arts and Natasha Eves,
IFACCA. This will be a key forum for members to share their news and initiatives on
arts and education. Current members of this group are listed at the end of this fact
sheet.

ConnectCP

www.connectCP.org is a database of 880 cultural policy experts from 112 countries.
Launched by IFACCA in 2006, the database aims to stimulate the interaction of
people with knowledge in the cultural policy sector, mobilise human resources, and
facilitate the flow of cultural policy information. A keyword search for ‘education’
presents profiles for 257 experts.

Possible future initiatives

At the meeting of members in Seoul in May 2010, delegates agreed to: establish an
email group to share resources (see above); work towards developing a shared view
of priorities; to consider employing an administrator/coordinator for the group; and to
consider developing joint projects with other organisations.

For information on this or other IFACCA projects, please contact Sarah Gardner,
Executive Director, IFACCA, info@ifacca.org
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Members of IFACCA’s Arts and Education email group

David Sudmalis, Manager of Strategic Development and Evaluation (Community
Partnerships), Australia Council for the Arts, Australia

Michael Wimmer, Director, Educult, Institut fur die Vermittlung von Kunst und
Wissenschaft, Austria

Peter Szokol, Research, Educult, Institut fir die Vermittlung von Kunst und
Wissenschaft, Austria

Ine Vos, CANON Cultuurcel, Belgium

Claude Schryer, Coordinator, Partnership and Networks Office, Canada Council
for the Arts, Canada

Douglas Riske, Executive Director, Manitoba Arts Council, Canada

Larry O'Farrell, UNESCO Chair in Arts and Learning, Canada

Marco Llerena Rodriguez, Jefe Seccién Educacién y Cultura, Departamento de
Ciudadania y Cultura, Consejo Nacional de la Cultura y de las Artes, Chile
Ramon Cabrera Salort, Academic & representative of Ministry of Culture, Cuba
Benedicte Helvad, Secretariat Director, Network for Children and Culture
(Ministry of Culture), Denmark

Poul Bache, Director General, Kunststyrelsen - Danish Arts Agency, Denmark
Laura Gander-Howe, Director: Learning & Skills Strategy, Arts Council England
Anne Bamford, Research Professor & Director, The Engine Room, Wimbledon
School of Art, England

Paul Collard, Chief Executive, Creativity Culture & Education, England

David Parker, Research, Impact and Learning Director, Creativity Culture &
Education, England

Kirsi Vakiparta, Senior Advisor, International Affairs, Arts Council of Finland
Francois Marie, Inspecteur conseiller, Chargé de mission, Ministére de la Culture
et de la Communication, France

Martin Drury, Arts Director, Arts Council of Ireland - An Chombhairle Ealaion,
Ireland

Batmunkh Norov, Director of Mongolian Cultural Fund, Ministry of Education,
Culture & Science, Mongolia

Estevao Filimao, National Directorate of Culture, Ministério da Cultura,
Mozambique

Retha Louise Hofmeyr, Director, Directorate of the Arts, Ministry of Youth,
National Service, Sport & Culture, Namibia

Erina Junius, Ministry of Youth, National Service, Sport & Culture, Namibia
Ueshitile Banana Shekupe, Lecturer/College of the Arts, Ministry of Culture,
Namibia

Joan Parr, Portfolio Manager, Education, Learning and Young people, Creative
Scotland

Chua Ai Liang, Director of Audience Development Division, National Arts Council,
Singapore

Natasa Bucik, Ministry of Culture, Slovenia

Nada Pozar, Ministry of Education and Sport, Slovenia

Lee Dae Young, President, Korea Arts & Culture Education Service, South Korea
Hwang Jinsoo, Research Fellow, Exchange & Cooperation Division, Arts Council
Korea, South Korea

Sarah Cunningham, Director, Arts Education, National Endowment for the Arts,
USA

Sarah Gardner, Executive Director, IFACCA, Australia

Natasha Eves, Research and Project Officer, IFACCA, Australia



