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D’Art question 34

Arts and ecological sustainability

CONTACT: John Hartley, Arts Council England

EMAIL: john.hartley@artscouncil.org.uk

URL: http://www.artscouncil.org.uk 
Arts Council England is looking to collate examples of good practice in supporting artists or arts organisations with creative and practical responses to ecological concerns (such as environmental sustainability and climate change), and to identify potential partners with whom to develop work in this area.

WHAT TO DO

· Please answer the questions below and email your response to John Hartley (email address at top) and to IFACCA (info@ifacca.org).

· NB: we are interested in receiving responses even if the answer to all questions below is ‘no’.

· If you know of someone else in your country who could help, please forward this query to them.

· The deadline for responses is 16 May 2008.

· More context for this D’Art research question is set out after the questions.

· A summary of responses will be prepared and sent to respondents prior to publication.

QUESTIONS

1) Are you aware of any national/major projects or practical measures in your country that help artists or arts organisations manage their carbon footprint?

(Yes   (No
· If yes, please supply, for each initiative, details such as:
* Title or name of initiative:

* URL addresses:

* Name of agency(ies) responsible:

* Description:

* Other relevant information such as contact details or links to publications, evaluations etc.:

2) Are you aware of any relevant research or reports on the impact of the arts on the environment, or on the environmental auditing of arts organisations? (Yes   (No
· If yes, please supply if possible:
* Title:

* Author/s:

* Year of Publication:

* URL address if available online:

* Publishing organisation:

3) Is there a member of staff in your organisation who has designated responsibility for arts and ecological concerns? (Yes   (No
· If yes, Please provide us with the following details, or forward this D’Art question to them so that they can provide the details themselves: 

	Title (Mr, Ms, Dr, Professor, etc.):

Given name:

Family name:

Position title:

Organisation name:

Country: 

Email address:

Phone number (including country code):


4) Does your organisation have a policy to reduce its own environmental impact?

(Yes   (No

· If yes, please provide a url link or a copy of any relevant documents.
5) If your organisation is a national arts council or ministry of culture, would you be interested in collaborating on the development of an arts and ecology prize, as described in the context section below? (Yes   (No
· If yes, please provide the following contact details for a representative whom Arts Council England can contact:
	Title (Mr, Ms, Dr, Professor, etc.):

Given name:

Family name:

Position title:

Organisation name:

Country: 

Email address:

Phone number (including country code):


CONTEXT

Supporting best practice for arts organisations– international models

Legislation in the UK is set to provide increasingly stringent obligations on organisations to manage their carbon emissions responsibly. It is apparent that the arts sector itself feels it is increasingly important to adopt or even lead best practice in this area. Arts Council England (ACE) strongly supports the development and adoption of organisational best practice regarding the mitigation of, and adaptation to, climate change, both for itself as an organisation and for its portfolio of funded organisations. 

Practical steps taken by ACE so far include the commissioning of an online toolkit that provides baseline measurement of energy use, technical advice on facilities management and staff behavior and an action plan template. This toolkit will be disseminated in 2008. Other UK projects include the initiative by London’s mayor to ‘Green London’s Theatres’, and the British Standard Institute’s development of a standard for sustainable event management (BS8901). As such projects multiply it seems timely to review the opportunities for sharing approaches, avoiding duplication and identifying opportunities for joined-up working.

Supporting the voices of the arts in critical debates of our times

Examining worldviews, social realities and physical circumstances has been a concern of the arts since prehistory. As public concern about climate change and other ecological issues grows, so does the engagement of arts practitioners. Arts Council England seeks to support opportunities for such artistic innovation, while offering audiences new ways of engaging with complex contemporary realities.

ACE believes that an international art prize could offer a platform for varied, creative approaches, stimulate new methodologies and collaborations and enrich debate and understanding. Arts Council England would like to invite interested organisations to discuss such a prize that could be launched internationally, possibly in partnership with IFACCA.
www.ifacca.org
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