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D’Art question 32: Support for new media arts


3 April 2008

D’Art question 33: Support for new media arts

From: IFACCA and ASEF

Contact: Rob van Kranenburg

Email: rob@waag.org 

URL: www.ifacca.org/topic/new-media/ 

The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and the International Federation of Arts Councils and Culture Agencies (IFACCA) are co-hosting a mini-summit in July 2008 on government support for new media arts practice. In preparation we are initiating this D’Art research question to identify policy issues and to locate key personnel to invite to the mini-summit. Context about this D’Art, including work that IFACCA has already undertaken on the topic and what we mean by ‘new media arts’, is set out in the ‘context’ section directly following the questions below.

WHAT TO DO:

* If you can assist with the questions below, please return your answers to Rob van Kranenburg at rob@waag.org, and copy to IFACCA at info@ifacca.org by Thursday 24 April 2008.

* If you have read the section on ‘context’, but require more information, please do

not hesitate to email us at info@ifacca.org. 

* If you think someone else should respond, please forward this query to them.

QUESTIONS

These question are designed to help map which national governments provide specific or separate support to new media arts and, for those that do, the nature of that support and how new media arts are defined. Please answer as many of the questions below in as much detail as possible within the deadline. We welcome any attachments or links to provide further detail or context. 

A. Recognition and definition for new media arts

A1. Does your agency provide support to new media arts? (Yes   (No
A2. If you answered ‘yes’ above:

· What definition is used to define new media arts?:__________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What kinds of support does your agency provide specifically to new media arts or new media artists (tick those that apply):

( Subsidies/grants

( Direct provision (eg. providing arts spaces or technology)

( Special tax breaks or other types of tax incentives

( Other legislative measures (eg. special copyright protection)

( Information provision (eg. publications, websites, training)

( Strategic activities (eg. research, public debate, inter-agency advocacy/representation, information clearinghouse)

( Other - please specify:_____________________________________________

A3. If you answered ‘no’ to A1, but you know of other government agencies in your country that support new media arts, please go to section D or forward this questionnaire to them.

Please supply any comments or supporting materials you wish (attachments or weblinks welcome).

B. Grantmaking

B1. If your agency provides grants to new media arts, does your agency have a separate or dedicated funding stream for new media arts? (Yes   (No
B2. If you answered yes above: 

· What percentage of your agency’s overall grants budget was dedicated to new media arts in the last financial year? (rough estimates will suffice, and data for previous years are welcome) __________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________


· Do you have special or tailored assessment processes for new media arts, as distinct to other artforms? 
(Yes   (No
If yes, please briefly summarise the major differences:________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Organisational structures

C1. Does your agency have a unit or a staff member dedicated to managing support for new media arts? (Yes   (No 

C2. If you answered yes above:

· How many staff members are employed in the unit (full time equivalent)?______________________________________________________


· Please provide us with the following details on the head of the unit or the staff member in the space below, or forward this D’Art question to them so that they can provide the details themselves. 

	Title (Mr, Ms, Dr, Professor, etc.):

Given name:

Family name:

Position title:

Organisation name:

Country: 

Email address:

Phone number (including country code):


Note that this person may be invited to take part in the mini-summit in Singapore in July 2008.

C3. If you answered ‘no’ to C1, but ‘yes’ to A1, please describe how your agency supports new media arts: ________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Other sources of support
D1. Are there other government agencies in your country responsible for supporting new media arts (eg: broadcasting agencies; ministries or departments of industry, economics, or IT; scientific research units, regional governments)? (Yes   (No
· If yes, please provide details of the agencies and describe any formal working relationships your agency has with them:

	Agency or government department
	Relationship

	
	

	
	

	
	


Or comments:_______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D2. Are there any significant private foundations in your country that support new media arts? (Yes   (No
· If yes, please provide details of the foundations and provide contact details if possible:

	Foundation
	Contact

	
	

	
	

	
	


Or comments:_______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. Literature and resources

E1.  If your agency has produced or commissioned any research, policies, strategies or evaluations of new media arts, please either:

1) supply the documents via an email attachment or weblinks; or

2) where applicable, provide the following details for each document:

* Title:

* Author/s or publisher:

* Year of Publication:

* URL address if available online:

* Publishing organisation:

E2. If you know of any other research or publications that you think would be helpful in supporting the research objectives outlined above, please provide for each:

* Title:

* Author/s:

* Year of Publication:

* URL address if available online:

* Publishing organisation:

* Contact name and email: 

F. Other comments

Please feel free to provide any other comments you think would provide context for government support to new media arts in your country, or any other thoughts.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Context for D’Art Question 32

Data from a survey of national government arts support agencies undertaken at the First World Summit on the Arts and Culture in Ottawa, Canada, in December 2000, indicates that just under half (44 percent) of agencies provided support to ‘media arts’, while 38 percent provided support to ‘multimedia arts’.

Lead-up work to the 2008 Singapore mini-summit

Over the last few years, both IFACCA and ASEF have undertaken work on new media arts policies.

In August 2004, IFACCA, the Arts Council of Finland and m-cult hosted a mini-summit on policies to support media arts and new media culture timed to coincide with ISEA 2004. Debate at the mini-summit resulted in the publishing of the ‘Helsinki Agenda’, which outlined the values of new media culture, set out key principles for new media arts policies, and made recommendations for further action. Among the recommendations were that an international mapping project be undertaken on the topic and that an international network be established to encourage ongoing exchange. In response, the board of IFACCA supported the Agenda’s recommendations, and laid out guiding principles for IFACCA’s further work on the topic.
 

ASEF has developed new media arts initiatives over the last three and now wants to look back and project how those artist exchanges are related with the realities in the different countries regarding support policies of governments towards new media practices. ASEF is especially interested in:

· How can governments develop better support for new media? What are good practices? What do artists think about new media policies and the key issues for improving government support?

· What in general should we be looking at for policies in the next five years?

· What are recent developments in the sector and projected future developments? What are the influences of other sectors?

To further their work on new media arts policies, IFACCA and ASEF have teamed up to co-host a second mini-summit on support to new media arts and artists. The mini-summit, which will be held in Singapore from 24 to 26 July 2008, will bring together senior managers from the new media arts divisions of government agencies to share experiences and challenges, and allow these decisionmakers to connect with new media artists and experts from the sector.

D’Art

To prepare for the mini-summit, IFACCA and ASEF are undertaking a D’Art research question. The aims of the D’Art are to:

1. develop a ‘map’ of the range of government agencies engaged in supporting new media arts practices in a selection of countries;

2. uncover information on the different structures, processes and programs that those agencies adopt in supporting new media arts; and

3. provide context and background to discussions at the mini-summit in Singapore.

An independent researcher has been engaged by ASEF to collate responses to the D’Art questions above and produce an analytical report for presentation at the mini-summit. 

Definitions

The term ‘new media arts’ is used in this D’Art to cover a range of terms such as ‘new arts’, ‘media arts’, ‘electronic arts’, and ‘digital arts’.

Whatever term is used, new media arts is taken here to represent artistic practices that use innovative or ‘new’ means for artistic expression. The term is often used for art that uses electronic technologies. However, other ‘non-traditional’ platforms are also recognised as new media, such as biomass materials and other media imported from sciences and non-arts domains.

In a recent scoping study, the Australia Council for the Arts adopted the term ‘media arts’ (in preference to ‘new media arts’), which it defined in the following way:

Media arts is a diverse and dynamic field, constantly evolving as artists find new ways of working with visual, audio and data technologies. In media arts, artists maintain creative and editorial control over their work, distinguishing it from the cultural industries of film, television and multimedia publishing.

Media arts may encompass participatory and location-based work, screen-based art, sound art, networked media, projection work, mobile or portable work, software and database generated art, artificial intelligence, wearable computing, bio-art, nanotech, robotics, interactive and immersive environments, art/science and technology practices, and augmented, mixed and virtual realities. It can inhabit traditional presenting spaces such as theatres, museums and galleries, but also non-institutional spaces ranging from online environments and networks to public spaces and remote communities.

Media arts may also involve hybrid collaborations between different artforms including the visual arts, dance, music, literature and theatre, as well as popular cultural forms, and disciplines such as science, architecture and history.

This is the working definition that will be used for this D’Art question.

� All resources relating to the mini-summit can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ifacca.org/ifacca_events/new-media-arts-technology/" ��http://www.ifacca.org/ifacca_events/new-media-arts-technology/� 


� Australia Council for the Arts, 2006, New media scoping study report, � HYPERLINK "http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/publications/interdisciplinary/new_media_scoping_study_report" ��http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/publications/interdisciplinary/new_media_scoping_study_report� 
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