World Summit on Arts & Culture 2009

Professor Njabulo S Ndebele

Professor Njabulo S Ndebele is an academic and author. He was Vice-
Chancellor of President of the University of Cape Town, following tenure as a
Scholar-in-Residence at the Ford Foundation in New York. Earlier positions
include Vice-Chancellor of the University of the North; Vice-Rector of the
University of the Western Cape; Chair and Head of the Department of African
Literature at the University of the Witwatersrand; Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Dean,
and Head of the English Department at the National University of Lesotho.

He is a graduate of Lesotho, Cambridge, and Denver. He has served as Chair
of the South African Universities Vice-Chancellor's Association, founding Chair
of the Southern African Regional Universities Association, and until May 2009
President of the Association of African Universities. He is the author of “Fools
and Other Stories” (1983), which won the Noma Award for the best book
published in Africa in 1983, and the novel The Cry of Winnie Mandela (2003)
published to critical acclaim. His highly influential essays on South Africa
literature and culture are collected in Rediscovery of the Ordinary (1991, 2006)
and Fine Lines from the Box: further thoughts about our country (2007) which
won the k. Sello Duiker Memorial Literary Award.

He holds honorary doctorates from Universities in the Netherlands, Japan,
South Africa, the United Kingdom, and the United States. He is an Honorary
Fellow of Churchill College, Cambridge University, and a Fellow of the
University of Cape Town.
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